
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



582 THE NATIONAL ALMANAC. [April, 

that what a man brings home from a foreign land is in proportion to 
what he carries. To those who have not seen this little book, and to 
those only, it will seem extravagant to say that more of Greece may 
be learned from it than can be found in any other single book within 
our knowledge. By Greece, we here mean, not the Greeks, but the 
land in those permanent features that recall, and those precious memo- 
rials that represent, its ancient inhabitants. We would also express our 
high admiration of Mr. Chase's style, simple, nervous, rhythmical, flexi- 
ble with the demands of the theme in hand, and showing in every sen- 
tence how faithfully the author has obeyed the Horatian precept, — 

" Vos exemplaria Graeca 
Nocturna versate manu, versate diurna." 



29. — Poems. By Thomas Bailey Aldrich. New York : Carleton. 
1863. 12mo. pp. 161. 

Most of these Poems have been printed in the author's former col- 
lections ; they are here brought together in the blue and gold, which 
has of late been chosen for, or by, poets as their appropriate dress. 
Many of these pieces have great beauty of conception, imagery, and ex- 
pression, and " Babie Bell " alone is sufficient to establish Mr. Aldrich's 
place among the true poets of the day. This still remains unequalled, 
though not unapproached. Nearest to it in merit, and among the pieces 
which their readers would not willingly suffer to pass into oblivion, are 
" The Unforgiven," " A Great Man's Death," and " Invocation to Sleep." 
We trust that the author's future poems will invite us to enlarge our 
catalogue of those to be specified for emphatic praise. 



30. — The National Almanac and Annual Record for ike Tear 1863. 
Philadelphia : George W. Childs. 1863. 8vo. pp. 698. 

This work seems to us perfect in its kind, and even pluperfect ; for 
while it omits no head of information for which one would naturally 
resort to it, it contains a large amount of valuable and desirable knowl- 
edge which we should not antecedently expect to find there, though we 
should not know where else to look for it. The plan is that of the 
American Almanac, but much enlarged and amplified, containing, in 
our estimate, nearly three times the quantity of matter, and including 
several new departments, among which we are glad to find a list of 
books published in the United States in 1862. The value of the work 
is enhanced by several essays on subjects of present or permanent in- 
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terest, written expressly for this use. Thus we have an article on 
" Insanity, and Hospitals for the Insane," by Pliny Earle, M. D. ; one 
on " Iron-clad War Vessels," by A. L. Holley ; one on " Petroleum 
Oil." Under the titles of the several States, we have not only names 
and statistics, but detailed descriptions of whatever is of special interest 
in their institutions or condition. We have also a list of the civil and 
military functionaries, and a resume of the finances of the so-called 
Confederate States, and numerous statistics and tables relating to the 
principal European countries and the world at large. 



31. — An American Dictionary of the English Language ; exhibiting 
the Origin, Pronunciation, and Definitions of Words. By Noah 
Webster, LL. D. Abridged from the Quarto Edition of the 
Author. To which is added a Synopsis of Words differently pro- 
nounced by different Orthoepists. Revised and enlarged by Chaun- 
cey A. Goodrich, Professor in Yale College. With Synonyms, 
Pronouncing Vocabularies of Scripture, Classical, and Geographical 
Names, and an Appendix of over 10,000 New Words. Philadelphia : 
J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1863. 8vo. pp. 1319. 

The last and in the title of this book denotes to wit ; for there 
is no Appendix other than the " Vocabularies " previously named. 
" Added " in this title means prefixed, though we believe that it is gen- 
erally employed in the sense of affixed. The " Synonyms " specified 
are not a separate table, nor do they indicate one of the veridical char- 
acteristics of the Dictionary. What is meant by this announcement is, 
that at the close of the series of definitions given to a word there is 
sometimes appended, under the heading " Syn.," a list of words that 
are not synonymous with it, but with no specification of the points in 
which they differ. For instance, under Custom we have " Syn. Habit ; 
manner, fashion, prescription," each of which differs considerably in sig- 
nification from custom. We notice in the columns of this Dictionary an 
advanced stage of return from the peculiarities of Webster's orthography ; 
and in no other respect than his orthography can we find fault with 
Webster, unless it be now and then with his etymological whims, which 
are more than balanced by instances of rare etymological clairvoyance. 
In the definition of words in common use, in the nice discrimination of 
shades of meaning through which the capacities of language are opened 
for the speaker and writer, we have long regarded Webster's Diction- 
ary as second to none ; in the definition of scientific and technical terms 
Worcester's has the advantage. The edition of Webster now before 



